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¢«<| KILLED AND BURNED
LAFE,’ SAID MRS. TAYLOR.”

1da May De Kay Confesses That Her Mother Shot Her Father and
Then Destroyed Him—Peter Ye rkins, a Witness, Tells Revolting
Story Which He Says Woman Told Him of the Crime.

=

CHARRED BONES HAVE BEEN FOUND IN AN ASHHEAP.

DA MAY

DE EAY

|
The girl who saw her mother kill ‘her stepfather.

Monticello, N. Y., Feb. 14 — Mra, Kate | moved a little and mamme fired two moras

Taylor, who is alleged to have shot, cut up
and burned the body of Lafayette Taylor,
her husband, after a preliminary hearing
here before Justice William B. McMillan,
waa hald for the Grand Jury, which will
meat in May.

Her trial, which will bs one of the most
sensational murder cases $a the history of
the State, will likely be held during the
Eaptember term of the court.

Blood-curdiing dstails of ths crime came
cut in the testimony of Peter Yerkens, &
farmer of Ulster Holghta, and an uncle of
Mra. Teylor.

Yerkens came to town purely through
curiosity, and while here he made the state-
ment that he “knew a whole lot" about
the murder. District Attorney Anderson
and Sheriff Dycker dintely sub ned
Yerkens, and he went on Lhe sund as the
principal witness.

He =aid that on Bunday, February 1, fol-
lowing the day of the murder, Mra. Taylor
and her daughter, Ida May DeKay, went
to his house.

My Taylor,” sl the witness, “asked
me If I would not buy her horse. 1 =ald
I couldn’t because thers was a mortguge of
86 on it, and that this held agrinst her hua-
band.

“Turning to ma sharply, Mrs. Taylor said,
a tthe meation of her husband's same:
‘Never mind about Lafe Taylor. He Is a
rad dog now.'

“What do you mean by ‘rad dog’? I arked
ber. “Why,” she replled, “he is out of busi-
nese” ‘You do not mean that he is dead or
has been murderad, do youT 1 ssked.
*Well,” she replied, T might as well tell you
that he has been killed and I did it. But
say, Peter,” she went on. coolly, ‘1 want you

| shote,

1o remember that you are notl o say any-
thing about this, It wonuld mean the eleciric |
chalr for me." "™~

MRS TAYLOR EXCITED.

When the witness had reached this point
in his mtory Mre, Taylor stood up, clenched
her flst and shook it at Yerkenx over :ha
shoulder of her counsel, Willlam W. E.
Bmith, Eherill Dycker rushed to the wom-
an's slde and resirained her from bezin-
ning the tirade she evidently wished to pour
torih on the head of her betrayer,

“1 told Mre. Taylar,” Yerkens went on,
“that I would say nothing, and that 1
would ask her no more questions about 1.
She ssemed willing to tell me about the
murder, however, and she did. She said
that on the night of his death Tayior had |
come Pome drunk. ‘He is always ne-ty
when he's that way,” Mrs, Taylor said,
‘and I just declded that I was tired of it |
and would end It forever, He went in and
sat on the bed, and it was while he was
sitting there that I shot him through the
head.’

“Then he jumped up from the Led and
ran toward me, shouting, My God! | am a
dead man!” As be was within three feet of
me, 1 answered, “You can bet your life you ,
are,’ and 1 shot him agaln. This time h=|
dropped to the fleor, and when 1 waa sure |
that he was dead I gol the ax and cut off
bin head.”

“Did she say anything about
anked Dimrict Attorney Anderson,

“Yen,"” Yerkins ynawered; “she sald her
husband had bled llke greatly. ‘But' shs
sald, ‘that won't rauke mny difference, for
there are no traces of It left, 1 have burned
th# clothing, burned tne carpet and burned
Lafe, too. IU's all wiped clean, No one
will find It out.' ™

“What did Mrs, Taylor say she had done
with the bones?' mmked the District At-
toney

"bhe sald she had cracked them up and
fed them to the chickens in small bits,

PAINT TO HIDE CRIME.

blood 7"

“Before Mrs. Tavlor left my farm shui

asked me if | had any paint. 1 asked her
what she wanted !t for and she gald; ‘Those
doctor fellows tell human biood by the
smallest speck of it by looking through a
mieroscope, and I want to paint the bed-
room and cover all the little spots.' ™

When the witness had finighcd the crowad
In the courtircom was horror-stricken by the
recital. Yerkine toid the story as if it had
been msome simple matter in everyday life,
and the woman prisoner showed only anger
at tha witnesa.

Adjournment was then taken for an honr
when It was announced that the woman
would be held for trial,

District Attorney Anderson and Bheriff
Dycker are Investigating a report that a
farmer named Moody, who lives near the
Taylor farm., had found a sack n=ar his
plare conlaining a portion of the discovered
body of Lafayette Taylor.

This, the District Attorney says, may lead
to the discovery that the body was not
burned, as Mrs. Taylor is alleged (o have
sald it was, and that other parts of the
body may be found,

At O'Nelil's Hotel the woman's 18-year-
0ld daughter, Jda May De Kay, made the
following confession:

BY JDA MAY DE KAY.

“Mamma and papa quarreled a great deal
on the night she killed him. 1 was lying on
a sufa In the room where thay were wrang-
ling. They made so much polse I couldm’t
wiecp, Papa was very deaf and mamma had

. 1o talk loud.

“Finally, the report of a revolver aroused
me and I sat right up. Papa lay on the
fioor with a hole in his forehead. Mamma
looked awfully ugly. Her eyes blazed like
s cat's. Bhe was crouching a ligesr.
8ne scared me

' Democratie
 emphetically

] sereamed and she yelled at me to keep
. wtill. She sald: Tve fixed him.' Papa

*There,” she sald, *he won't guarrel
with me any more."
“After she had kilied him she dragged

his body Into the kitchen. She told me to

He still. T heard her go outdoors, and I
looked out, and she had the ax from the
woodplle. Mamma had a hard time getting
pupa’s clothes off. After she did that she
cut off one arm with the ax and carving
knife. 8he cut It up into two pleces and
put it into the stove. Then she rut off the
head and put that In. Bhe had to go out
lotg of times for wood to keep the fire going,

“Once she woke me up and looked at me
awful and told me not to tell any one. 1
went to sleep, but the noise mamma made
woke me up lots of times. Mamma didn’t
go to bed ot all. When I got up she was
sl at work.

“The ashes out of the stove had pleces of
bones in them, and she broke them up be-
fore throwing them into the ash plle.

“Mamma !» a terrible womnn. I never
winit Lo see her agaln, Please take care of
me.""

Lafayetts Toylor. his wife and one child,
a girl of 16, Hved in an out-of-the-way placs
near East Lake, three miles from Falisburg,
and one and a hallf miles from Centerville,

Two weeks ago Tayvior disappearsd. He
had previously engaged to work for some
nelghbors and they made Inquirii‘ Mre.
Tuyrlor told them that her husband hud gone
over the mountualn on busineas

Nelghburs  discussed the matier and
thought | strange, ns Taylor was not in the
hatidt of geing away from home. Mre: Tav-
lor went to hoer uncle, Peter Yerkins, and
wanri«l him o bhuy a herse owned by her
husbnn'i. Yerkine declined. Then. accord-

ing to Yerkins, M Taylor “"You pay
thi= mortgage and take the horse. § nave 1o
nesd for him. 1 will guarantes that “Lafe
will pever bother you, 1 have taken care of
him."

This statement Interested Yerkine, and he
continued fo guestion the woman closely,

Jumes Taylor, a brother of Lafayette. who
keeps a boarding-house a! Klamesha Lake,
Jeard the story and immediately procured a
 warmnt for the woman's arrest, Accom-
{ panied by Officer Burt Harris of Monticello;

he wenl to Tavior's howe and arrestad the
i waomen

The prironer and her daughter wers taken

| to the hotel of Mr=. Myra O'Netll, and held

there until the predminary trinl. The girl

was not aillowed to s#¢ her mother. and

James Taylor, brother of the murdered man,
finally wrung from her o full confession.

lor and Officer Hurrle at once went to
1 ash pile and found the boex full of
charred  bones, which Jvoked like human
bones,

The woman Is about 40 years of age and
has a hardened countenance. She hus black
halr and dark eves, with a low forehead, is
above the average he'ght and looks to be
very strong. Her malden name was Kata
Buldt. She married “Lafe” Teylor, as he
was familiarly called, about thirteen years
HEO,

The daughtér has been known as Ida May
Taylor, but the mother declared that tha
child's right name is De Kay.

An officer made & thorough search of Tay-
lor's house, and underneath an old mattress
on one slie of the bed was found a new Te-
volver, with which It 18 belleved the murder
was commilted. It was a six-shooter and
three of the chambers were empty.

BRYAN SAYS NEVER AGAIN WILL
HE BE PRESIDENTIAL: CANDIDATE.

Hereafter, He Declares, He Will
Be Content to Remiain “A Plain
Worker in the Ranke™

“ELKINS BILL IS HARMLESS.”

Asserts That Anti Trust Legisla-
tion So Far Is a Farce and a
Frand and Evidentiv In-
tended to e Sacl.

”

REPU BLIC SPECIAL

New York. Feb, I{.—For the benefit of
the volers of Easterp Btates and to set at
rest any doubts as to his future hopes or
ambitions, Willlam Jennings Bryan, who
arrived here to-day to address the Women's
League in Brooklyn, declared

that under no clrecumstances
would he be consldered as a candidate for

' the Democra’le presidential nominution next

Fyear,

Mr. Bryan stated thal he entertained no
idea of ever agaln entering the presiden-
tial race, and stated that hereafter he will
be merely a worker in the ranks. Then he
pald his respects to the projectors of the
so-calied uptitrust jegfelation st Washing-
ton.

“The Eikins bill,"” sald Mr. Bryan, “seems
to be so hnrmiess that the Biandard Oll at-
torney favored . And the Nelson amend-
ment Is so weak and inefficlent that Rep-
resentative Littlefield, who has been
ported 25 the leader of the antitrust move-
ment in the House, voled against . If
ithey wstop there, even Attorney General
Knox would be able 10 say that the meas-
ures are not ‘drastic’ encugh, that I be-
lleve being the phrass which he used In
describlng the blll first submitted to him
by the Republicans of the House commit-
tee,

FARCIAL LEGISLATION.

“In other words, the «legislaticn so far
is & farce and a fraud, and thére s abun-
dunt room for belleving that It was In-
tended th be such. The quicker the reading
public is brought to a satisfaction of this
truth. the better it will be for all con-
cerned."”

“How about the possibllity of your can-
didacy next year? Will you be in the field
again? There is considerable uncertainty In
the East regarding your intentions,” was
asked.

21 have sald on many occarsions that I am
not and will not be a candidate for renomi-
natlon agnin,” replied the Nebraskan, “and
you cannot make that statement too em-
phatic. Under no eonsideratlon would I
agaln go into the field, and 1 say thls now
for the benefit of my friends in the East,
I am a plain worker In the Democratic
ranks and am content to remain as such.”

“That being the case was suggested,
“what In your opinlon ought to he the real
Issues of the next National compalgn In
the Democratic side?’

HIB IDEAS ON THE ISSUES,

“Events make jssues™ answersd Mr, Bry-
an, “but the rust guestion and question of
imperialism are just now necessary issues,
The tariff question and the money question
are also very neceszary issues, and there
are many others, Bu: those I have men-
tioned are now actively before the country
and before Congresa™

“How do these questions affect the con-
siderations of the problem of cheap coal and
the interests of labor?"

*While the tariff is more Intimately cdn-
nected with the subject of a fair and equit-
able charge for coal and other products pro-

duced by organized labor, It is my opinion
that the trust guestion is the one in the
maln to deal with thls whole matter.”

“Now as to probable candidates, elliminat-
Ing yourself from among the list of possi-
bilitiea™' was awsied.

“l make i1t a rule not to discuss that
subject.” answered the former candidate.
“I notice, however, that [ am credited with
having sugzested the name of Governor
QGuarvin of Rhode Island a» an avallable
candidate. That is an erropecus Impres-
slon. 1 read his annual message to the
Legisiatvre and I found it to be a purely
Democratic document. For that reason I
sugpestad that it might be wise to consider
men of his stamp among the posaibilitles,
But it peems that the men who have the
making of party candidates nowadays do

e
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BRYAN'S SIGNIFICANT WORDS.

“The FEilkins bill seems 1o be so
harmless that the Standard Ol at-
tormey favored it

*“The antltrust leglalation so far Is
& farce and a fraud, and there is
abundant reason for belleving that it
was intended to be such”

“I am not and will not' be 8 cgndl-
date for renominatlon again, and
¥You TAnnol make thul stalement too
emphatic. Tnder no conalderation
would 1 sgaln go Inio the fleld, 1
am a plain worker In the Demo-
cratic ranks and am contént to pe-
main as such."

“While the tarift is more Intimate-
Iy connected with the subject of a
falr and equitable charge for coal
and other products, produced ap a
rule by crganized Isbor, L s my
opinion that the trust question s
the one in the main to deal with this
whole matier."

“But it seems that the men who
have the making of political candi-
dutes nowaduys do not want to find
truly Democratlc men to represent
them.*

Neveoo0000000000em

not warnt to nml truly Iemocratic men to
TeEpresent them.'

CANDIDATES FPAVOR DEMOCR ACTY,

*“What do you think of Judges Parker of
the Court of Appeals, from this State?’

“I don't know that I have the acqualnt-
ance of Judge Parker, although it seems to
me that 1 know him. However, as L have
sald, I don’t care at this time 10 enter into
& discussion of any poasible candldste.

“I have heard a great deal of favorable
comment about Judge Parker, but, when I
ascertuin that men are asplrants for the
nomination, | will make It my business to
investigate these men and the principles
which they are supposed to represent. Then
1 will be prepared to discuss them.”

“What do you think are the chances for
a Democratic victory nest year™

“That is a problem yet,” replled Mr, Bry-
an. “Ewvents will be large factors in that
respect. and 1 have no Idea of appearing in
the role of prophet, although everything
now is in our favor. But it all remalns with

the party.”
——— e

ANNUAL ALUMNI  BANQUET.

St. Louis l niv ersnv Graduates
Will Gather at Planters Hotel.

The annual banguet of the Alumnl Asso-
clation of B, Louls Unlversity will take
place at the Planters Hotel next Wednes-
day evening. The banquet with be of more
than ordinary Importance to the members
of the association, as the university will
celebrate its diamond jubllee next year.

A committes, consisting of John P. Bayre
and John M. Cates, will have charge of the
dinner arrangements. Following is the
programme for the evening:

Grace. by the Reverend W. Banks Rogers.
8. J.. president of the university; welcome
address, by the president of the association.
Doctor John H. Blmon: toastmaster Muau-
rice V. Joyce: “Alma Mater" the Reverend
James J. Conway, B. J.; “The Alumni”™
Francls J. Sullivan; *“Msdicine,” Doctor
John B. Bryson; "Thoughts of the Past.”
John S. Leahy; “Thought of the Fuoture,”
John B. Denvir, Sr.; *“Our Athletles,”
Francis X, Green.

Officers of the asesoclatlion are: Presi-
dent, Doctor John H. Simon; modernior,
the Reverend Mathew McMepamy, J. J.3
vice presidents, John B. Denvir, Jr., George
F. Mockler and John M. Cates; racording
seeretary. Francis B. Hunder; correspond-
Ing secretary. Franklin J. Shanley; treas-
urer, James. D. Dockery.

ISIDOR LOEB TO LECTURE.

Will Discuss Colonial Government
for the Philippines.

000000000000 00000008000000009
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Professor Isidor Loeb of the Universi'y of
Missourl will deliver a lecture before the
Washington Unlversity Association, at the
University chapel Tuesday night. He will
speak on the form of government best sult-
ed for the Phillppine Islands.

Hitherto the chief J==ue In connerxlon with
the Philippines has been the expedlency of
caolonial expansion. Professor Loeb recog-
nizes the fact thail the islands must neces-
sarily be, for a time at Jeast, under the
control of the United States, and the lec-
ture will contider the gmeni principals of
colon'at movernment.

Other lectures will eg .gcltuud durln the

week as follows:
fnow: Frigay: P lumr}lell!r. o
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hl ('hﬂ.l‘ldt‘“l"‘l‘. worth

PE o dvwehatns st hoenaai Nusssiesd

.. $3.98

Why buy
cheap hemlock
acid tannedwhen
we can sell you
old-fashioned

$6.49

15 Fine Sample
Chandeliers,

14 ence.

oak tan Harness
at the same price

A set of

Bty $4.75

.“‘plsbach Lizht, complete, |
Fs:l. worth Sbe, oy
(v SO

High-grade Gas M
worth 1oc, this sale 2 rwlSc

A well-known brand high-grade
Mantie, worth 5e,

Hall Light, all brass,
worth 150, [OT...cconeeeen

R T T T Ly

Globes,

et . 19¢

e '?af'“ °’°""35¢

49c

7¢C
$l.49_

weil-m nice
ﬂnlahed .If’"um H.’l’mu.

worth e TOFucsnss ..............59.08
Harnens, worin Baoo. 1or....... 916.50

Harness, worth
10 Manufacturers’ sample sets of Sin
Harness, worth

& chol $25.
N o Boh, Torcercrr- 914,50
Hohnn Sortn g% tor..... $23.75

A o tor ...n.. $13.50

Extra well-nl.ﬂe heavy and stron
Harnesr, worth $28.00,

Hame, woth . 10 O8

Pade to Ordes tor 38, Got....... $25.00

— gt -

We Must Have Room at Any Cost!| |

Hundreds of barrels and hogsheads of Crockery, China and Household Goods generally in East St. Louis await-
ing our orders for tramsshipment, which we cannot possibly give until we have room to put them, hence this

ONE WEEK’S CLEARING-OUT SALE!

ks




